Center for Companion Animal Health (CCAH), UC Davis & the Koret School of Veterinary Medicine (KSVM)
2013-15

CCAH/KSVM GRANT GUIDELINES & APPLICATION FORM 
These guidelines are to be used in preparing applications for research funding associated with the Koret Endowment to the CCAH for joint, collaborative studies between the School of Veterinary Medicine, UC Davis and the Koret School of Veterinary Medicine, Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
MAXIMUM FUNDING AMOUNT ALL requests are limited to a maximum amount of $15,000 per year for no more than two years ($30,000 total). Funds will be allocated to each participating institution based on the needs of the study.
ELIGIBILITY: Proposals must include one principal investigator from each institution (SVM UC Davis & KSVM). Residents and interns are not eligible for direct funding, but may be included as co-investigators.  Collaborations between junior and senior researcher/s within or between each institution is encouraged. 
SUBMISSION DEADLINE:  Submit one digital copy of the application by October 1 of the current year using the attached format to Mrs.  Sharon Anglin skanglin@ucdavis.edu at the CCAH Business Office Room 212, CCAH Building, UC Davis and to Prof. Shimon Harrus harrus@agri.huji.ac.il at the Office of the Director, Koret School of Veterinary Medicine, Hebrew University, Rehovot, Israel. 
AWARD NOTIFICATION: Faculty grant applications will be reviewed by the joint ad hoc CCAH/KSVM Scientific Advisory Committee and each successful applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made.
FUNDING WILL BE EFFECTIVE:  typically January 1st - December 30th.  
FOCUS OF GRANTS:  Grant funds should involve the health of companion animals, but may include studies on naturally occurring animal models for human disease, zoonoses, or issues involving animals and public health. One of the objectives is to initiate preliminary studies that are likely to yield more permanent funding from other sources. Use of these funds for matching purposes is also encouraged.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT WORDING: Publicity and publications resulting, all or in part, from these funds  must include the following acknowledgment -
“… supported by the endowment to the Center for Companion Animal Health, School of Veterinary Medicine, University of California, Davis and the Koret School of Veterinary Medicine, Hebrew University of Jerusalem.”
REPORTS:  A progress report is required after the first year and will be important in solidifying second year funding. A final report must be submitted 3 months after completion of the project - (i.e., if end date is December 30th, by March 31st unless otherwise approved by the directors of both institutions). Reports should include the results plus any publications or other related materials. Receipt of these reports is critical to future funding.

DURATION OF FUNDING: Funding will be for two years.  Second year funding is subject to satisfactory progress during the first year. Renewals beyond two years will only be granted under exceptional circumstances.
BUDGET LIMITATIONS: Total budget for joint research proposals per year should not exceed $15,000
Endowment funds can be used to pay for relevant laboratory fees, supplies, and salaries of student help, animals and animal care.  Animal and animal care costs may involve either experimental animals or client-owned animals.  If support is needed for only a portion of the total budget, the principal investigator must provide the source and confirmation for these “matching” funds. 
Funds can also be used for publication costs; however, do not include this on the original budget.  When results are ready for publication, funds may be requested in writing from the CCAH and/or KSVM.  Reimbursement will not be given for reprints, color pictures, photomicrographs, or other more expensive costs associated with publications.  

The budget cannot include indirect costs, investigator's salaries, office help, travel expenses of grant participants, phone and mail expenses.  Requests for salary support for technical personnel will be limited to actual time spent on the project, and where strong justification has been provided. One time travel expense, if required, can be provided to key investigators at each institution, but must be requested separately from the proposal and approved by Directors at both institutions. The cost of publications resulting directly from the study will also be covered upon separate request and approval.  

Equipment may be requested only if considered an integral part of the project. Funding of major pieces of equipment will be considered only if the equipment requested is in the original budget request, has multiple uses and is directly applicable to the project.  
Lab Fees/Procedures/etc.: If the requested budget includes lab fees, charges for surgical procedures, or any similar items, the quoted rate must be justified.

The Principal Faculty Investigator and his/her Department Chair assume full financial responsibility for conduct of this grant.  Expenditures in excess of the amount of the award will not be covered by the endowment.
ANIMAL CARE AND USE PROTOCOL:  Projects involving the use of research animals require an approved animal care and use protocol by one or both institutions.  In lieu of an approved protocol, one copy of an Animal Care and Use Protocol application must be submitted with your proposal.  Please be aware that funding will not be allocated, and work on the project cannot commence, until the application has been submitted and approved by the Animal Care and Use Committee of the institution where animal work is being conducted. Funds may be pulled and returned to the endowment if official approval is not reported within three months of the date of the allocation letter.If this occurs, the proposal will need to be resubmitted by the P.I. (competitively) the following year.

VMTH/VTH CLINICAL TRIALS APPROVAL:  Projects involving the use of clinical animals may require approved VMTH or VTH Clinical Trials application and Owner Consent forms from one or both institutions.  Contact your VMTH/VTH Director’s Office for regulations on the use of clinical animals and approvals. Please be aware that funding will not be allocated, and work on the project cannot commence, until the VMTH/VTH Clinical Trials and Owner Consent Form application has been submitted and approved. 
MISCELLANEOUS PROTOCOL APPROVALS:  Approved protocols are required by the University for the use of radioisotopes, certain chemicals, some types of recombinant DNA technology and other biohazardous agents. The CCAH and KSVM will assume that approvals for such activities will be obtained by the investigators.
CRITERIA FOR GRANT EVALUATION:  Grant applications that are incomplete or that do not conform to the recommended format will be returned without evaluation (see checklist).  Acceptable grant applications will be independently evaluated by senior researchers in Israel and the US or by members from each school. Criteria for approval of funding will include evidence of research productivity/promise of the investigators, ability of the investigator(s) to perform the described work, originality and scientific merit of the project and importance.  If the investigator(s) is pursuing a new direction of research for which he/she has no record of accomplishment, the inclusion of preliminary data will increase the strength of the proposal.  

FORMAT FOR RESEARCH PROJECT PROPOSALS
Koret SVM VTH and UC Davis Center for Companion Animal Health 
Format Note: Use 1" right and left margins, Arial (12 points) or Times Roman (12 points), 6 lines/inch.  
Avoid first person and non-standard abbreviations whenever possible.
1) APPLICATION COVER PAGES – Title of proposed research project, names, titles and affililations of investigators, addresses (including phone and e.mail).  A sign off by the Directors of the CCAH and the KSVM must be included at the bottom of the page. 
2) SCIENTIFIC ABSTRACT (do not exceed 2/3 A4 page).

3) BACKGROUND INFORMATION (do not exceed 3 pages).

6) SPECIFIC AIMS (do not exceed 1 page).

7) EXPERIMENTAL PLAN FOR EACH SPECIFIC AIM – be as succinct as possible.
8) REFERENCES CITED –proposal should be adequately referenced in whatever common style you prefer. 
9) DETAILED BUDGET (do not exceed 1 page).  Proposal amounts are restricted to $15,000 per year per proposal ($30,000 max. total per proposal for both schools).    
10) ANIMAL CARE AND USE FORM.  Include sample of completed Institutional Animal Care and Use form with ALL proposals that intend to use research animals (obtain forms from responsible campus agency).
11)  VMTH/VTH CLINICAL TRIALS AND CLIENT CONSENT FORMS: Include CLIENT CONSENT FORM and CLINICAL TRIALS FORM if you are using client-owned animals. 

12) BIOGRAPHY ON EACH INVESTIGATOR – Use the following format.

	BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
Provide the following information for each key personnel in the order listed on the title page.

DO NOT EXCEED TWO PAGES PER PERSON.

	

	NAME

	POSITION TITLE



	EDUCATION/TRAINING (Begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education and include postdoctoral training.)

	INSTITUTION AND LOCATION
	DEGREE

(if applicable)
	YEAR(s)
	FIELD OF STUDY

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


A. Role.  List your role for this proposal,  Principal Investigator, Co-Investigator, Mentor, Fellow

B. Positions and Honors.  List in chronological order previous positions, concluding with your present position.  List any honors.  List present membership on any advisory committees.

C. Selected peer-reviewed publications. List, in chronological order, the titles, ALL authors (PI name in bold), and complete references to all publications during the past three years and include earlier publications relevant to the application. 

(Entire document cannot exceed two pages).

13) APPENDIX/PRELIMINARY DATA.  Include any additional information that might be directly pertinent to the grant application but please keep to a minimum.  Appendix material will not be returned and may or may not be reviewed at the discretion of the reviewers).
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